
 Nassau County BOCC 
THOMAS FORD DISTRICT 4 CANDIDATE 
 
 
 
QUESTION 1: What is your view of the role of a Commissioner? 
 
To govern the citizens and business owners in a way that is beneficial to everyone. Also, the BOCC 
has a responsibility to see in to the future and make decisions now that will affect future generations. 
 
 
QUESTION 2: What, in your opinion, are the three biggest challenges facing Nassau County? 
 
Growth is the biggest concern for Nassau county citizens. Public Safety being second and taxes are 
third. 
 
 
QUESTION 3: What are the biggest successes for Nassau County as directed by the BOCC? 
 
Nassau County staff are second to none. The folks that are in place that head the many departments 
are doing a fantastic job.  
Every day new businesses and residents come to Nassau county, obviously Nassau county is a 
desirable place to live. As a life Long and 7th generation Nassau county resident I can easily see why 
people choose to live here. But there’s always room for improvement. 
 
 
QUESTION 4: Do you believe bringing business (industrial and commercial) to Nassau County is critical 
to our future, and why? 
 
Businesses are crucial to good growth and good growth management. We must have good jobs to offer 
people that live here and want to move here. Huge companies have wanted to invest in the future of 
Nassau County, but were unsuccessful. We absolutely should do more to attract more industry here. 
 
 
QUESTION 5: What actions will you take to bring businesses here? What actions will you take to recruit 
jobs that provide a living wage? 
 
I will do whatever is necessary to bring good jobs to the citizens of Nassau County. I want my children 
to have good, high paying jobs when they finish college.  
I don’t oppose tax breaks and other incentives to get the companies here. Companies bring jobs, jobs 
bring people, people pay taxes. 
 
 
QUESTION 6: Do you believe incentives are necessary to recruit industry?  Why or why not? 
 
I do believe that companies should get incentives because of the impact on the region in which they 
are serving. Nassau County must be competitive to attract these companies. 
 
 
  



QUESTION 7: Nassau County is growing. How will you manage this growth? 
 
proper growth management and well maintained infrastructure go hand in hand. I feel that with the right 
vision and leadership in place we can responsibly manage the growth in Nassau county. 
 
 
QUESTION 8: Do you think Nassau County has an adequate amount of funding from property taxes 
or do you expect to require additional resources from Nassau County property owners? 
 
Just like with any business, the cost of doing business is constantly on the rise. We are still feeling the 
effects of the recession and it will take time to recover. With the right leadership and management we 
can make it through the hard times. Means other than property taxes could be used. A gas tax for 
instance, might be a good alternative to a rise in property taxes. 
 
 
QUESTION 9: What are you thoughts on funding capital improvement projects in Nassau County? 
 
State and federal grants would be a great place to start finding money for projects to improve our 
community. We could also allocate some unused funds when they come available for needed projects 
throughout Nassau County. 
 
 
QUESTION 10: What is your view on public transit, the need and opportunity in Nassau County? 
 
At this point in time, I don’t think public transportation is a good idea. A decade or more into the future, 
I feel there will be a need for public transportation. 
 
 
QUESTION 11: Available housing for the workforce in Nassau County continues to be a challenge.  
What are your recommendations and what initiatives will you support? 
 
A teired impact fee program. We can use this as as an incentivefor builders to build more workforce 
housing.  
Also, maybe incentives for the replacement of condemned houses with new conventional housing, 
adding to tax base. 
 
 
QUESTION 12: Established businesses are the foundation of Nassau County.  What efforts, actions or 
policies will you champion to ensure their success? 
 
Managed growth will ensure enough patrons and employees that will provide continued success for 
established businesses. 
 
 
QUESTION 13: Improving the aesthetic look of the A1A/SR 200 corridor after the three-laning project 
is complete, has been a priority of the Chamber of Commerce.  To that end, enhancing the entrance 
and exit to the island from the Shave Bridge is now more important than ever.  What are your thoughts 
on this project and the County's responsibility? 
 
I feel we Should work with state and local agencies to make sure the area is appealing to all. A good 
place to start would be a grant from the FDOT highway beautification project. 
 



QUESTION 14: With over 800 employers representing over 15,000 employees, the Chamber of 
Commerce resources are vast.  How can the Board of County Commission involve the business 
community in critical issues and decisions? 
 
As a business person in Nassau County I already rely on my commissioners as a sounding board for 
my business’s issues. As a county commissioner, My door will always be open to business owners who 
come to me with their issues. 
 
 
QUESTION 15: What is the role of the Chamber of Commerce? 
 
I have always felt the that role of the Chamber is to partner with businesses to help them reach their 
full potential and to advocate on behalf of local businesses. 
 
 
QUESTION16: Contact Information 
Name Thomas Ford 
Email Address thomasford17@gmail.com 
Phone Number 9047037402 


