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From mountain haven to coastal paradise, these 17

| postt'ard-pe_rfect towns all make you feel welcome—
for a weekend or a lifetime. By JAMES T. BLACK 1

pn FERNANDINA BEACH, FLA.

Fernandina Beach,
FLORIDA poP.11,059

WHY WE LOVE IT: It's unpretentious
and patient. One of the most fought-
over towns in America (starting in 1565
when the Spanish threw out the French,
only to be thrown out by the British in
1702), Fernandina Beach has learned to
take what comes and take it easy.

OUR FAVORITE INN:

THE ELIZABETH POINTE LODGE

This 25-room seaside innis located about
1.5 miles from the historic harbor. Guests
can ride bikes, fly kites, or just watch the
waves roll in. Rates start at $225.
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BEST PLACE FOR DINNER: LE CLOS
Chef Katherine Ewing earned degreesin
pastry and cuisine from Le Cordon Bleu
and trained at the Ritz in Paris before
opening her restaurantin a small cottage
near the Fernandina Harbor in1997. Each
item on the menu brings a taste of
France to Fernandina. Order the seared
Hudson Valley duck breast with mush-
rooms, a créme bralée, and a cup of
espresso, and you may find yourself
humming La Marseillaise.

CITY CENTER: CENTRE STREET

This wide street running from downtown
to the Fernandina Harbor is lined with
antiques shops, specialty stores, restau-
rants, and the venerable Palace Saloon.
In addition to European furniture, French
Market Antiques offers a variety of what
the owners call “indulgences,” such

as gourmet salts, natural soaps, and
aromatherapy candles. Down the street,
master chocolatier Steve Colwell creates
hand-dipped chocolates and other treats
at his Fantastic Fudge shop.

SCENIC SPOT: FORT CLINCH
STATE PARK

Built at the mouth of the St. Mary's
River to protect ships coming into
Fernandina Beach, Fort Clinch became
the centerpiece of one of Florida’s first
state parksin1935. About 2 miles north
of downtown, the Civil War-era fort
today shares the park with white-sand
beaches, 6 miles of hiking and biking
trails, and campgrounds. =%
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